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Congregations and Polarization Project 
Rationale

• The Changing Nature of Community

• Polarization's Effect on Congregations

• Three Key Assumptions



 

Defining 
Urban/Suburban/Rural

 



     

UPSAI

HUD’s Urbanization Perceptions 

Small Area Index (UPSAI).  Based on 

self-reported neighborhood 

perceptions and machine learning.

Defined at census tract level

Source: https://www.huduser.gov/portal/AHS-neighborhood-description-study-2017.html#small-area-tab 

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/AHS-neighborhood-description-study-2017.html#small-area-tab


Demographics

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2017-2021 5-year averages



Ownership, and educational attainment
More Demographics

Percent of households that own or rent their home

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2017-2021 5-year averages



  

CAP Regions

Multiple demographic 
Dimensions for each
of 8 regions.



      

What We Have Learned So Far
1. Community remains a local experience

2. Types of congregations also vary by region

3. Suburbs balancing urban and rural interests
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Additional Information:

Congregations and 
Polarization

Congregations and Polarization Project: 
https://raac.indianapolis.iu.edu/programs/congregations-and-polarization/

SAVI Report. Understanding Context for Ministry: Urban, Suburban, Rural:

https://www.savi.org/reports/understanding-context-for-ministry-urban-
suburban-rural/

https://raac.indianapolis.iu.edu/programs/congregations-and-polarization/
https://www.savi.org/reports/understanding-context-for-ministry-urban-suburban-rural/
https://www.savi.org/reports/understanding-context-for-ministry-urban-suburban-rural/
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